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English Language Central to New UK International Education Strategy 

The new UK international education strategy, published today (Monday 29 July) by the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, sees the English language as key to growth 
in education exports. 

The strategy includes a number of elements and initiatives to support the teaching and 
learning of English and the training of English language teachers in the target markets. 

English UK, the world’s leading language teaching association, has been closely involved in 
the development of the strategy and will be a member of the International Education Council 
which BIS is setting up to oversee its implementation. Tony Millns, English UK’s chief 
executive, has agreed to chair a working party taking forward the English language elements 
of the strategy. 

Welcoming the launch of the strategy, Tony Millns said: ‘First, it is good that the government 
has recognised that education could be one of the key growth sectors of the UK economy for 
the future, and is prepared to support and encourage UK education providers of all types to 
expand our business in the nine selected target markets.  Second it is good that they are 
setting up within BIS a new Education Unit dedicated to helping grow these exports.  And 
third it is especially good that the English language is an integral part of the strategy, since 
English is arguably our most successful export ever and a source, along with our education, 
heritage and culture, of much of the UK’s soft power.’ 

 
Notes to Editors 

1. English UK is the world's leading language teaching association, with more than 450 
accredited centres in membership. It covers university and further education college 
language departments, international study centres in independent schools, 
educational trusts and charities, and private sector colleges. English UK is a UK 
registered charity (www.englishuk.com). 

2. For more information, please contact Tony Millns, Chief Executive of  English UK on 
tony@englishuk.com or 07976511439  

3. The BIS analysis of the international education sector in the UK suggests that our 
education exports were worth an estimated £17.5bn in 2011, and that the UK had the 
world's largest share of English language students studying outside their home 
country, with almost 50 per cent of students by volume and 35 per cent by value. The 
strategy documents are at www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-
education-strategy-global-growth-and-prosperity. 

4. BIS is developing long-term strategic partnerships with industry sectors where it can 
have most impact on growth. Other sectors are aerospace, automotive, life science, 
agricultural technologies, information economy, professional and business services, 
and energy (nuclear and oil and gas). 
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